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SUMMARY

Concert flyer available from:  https://cuskellycollegeofmusic.com/winter-school/
winter-school-program-materials/

THE FOLKIES CONCERT
Date/Time: Saturday 6 July, 6:00-7.00pm
Venue: St Stephen's Presbyterian Church Hall, Logan St Tenterfield
Tickets (cost / available from): $10 at the door, bookings not required
Performers: Fay White, Jane Thompson, James Rigby with local guests Penny 
Davies & Roger Ilott
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

The Beat of the Bush Festival kicks off with a special concert featuring acclaimed Victorian 
singer/songwriter, Fay White, along with talented performers Jane Thompson and James 
Rigby. 

Recognised as one of Australia’s pre-eminent ‘folkies', Fay performs both as a soloist and in 
the duo 'Songs with Legs' with Jane Thompson, however she has also produced a vast 
catalogue of works for use in choral and classroom settings. 

Fay often works as songwriter in residence for community arts projects, supporting people 
as they navigate their way through natural disasters, grief and loss, environmental issues, 
and personal and domestic recovery. Of Fay's extraordinary talent, Therese Virtue of The 
Boite in Melbourne says, "Fay White is a poet of our times. For the past 30 years she has 
written songs that reflect and inform contemporary living. Fay’s singing compels and 
inspires. She can turn a crowd into a choir in three minutes."

James Rigby & Jane Thompson are singer/songwriters and community group singing 
leaders who run a variety of singing programs with a focus on building stronger 
communities. They work in community houses, at festivals, at conferences, in their own town 
and in schools and have worked with The Boite and Community Music Victoria to grow the 
culture of singing together in communities for more than 20 years. 

James has an extensive repertoire of songs to share and specialises in arranging 
contemporary Australian songs of depth and meaning, for choirs. Award-winning songwriter, 
singer and multi-instrumentalist, Jane, released her first solo album Here in 2014.

Both Jane and James perform as part of the band 'Blackwood' which has seen them play at 
all the major Australian folk music festivals and release three critically-acclaimed albums. 

This stellar trio will be joined by beloved local performers, Penny Davies and Roger Ilott, 
whose songs have featured on the bestselling ABC albums Australia All Over: Volumes One 
and Two; Macca On Air; Macca’s Sunday Best and Macca By Request: Volumes One and 
Two. Penny and Roger have released more than 20 albums since they began recording 
together in 1983.

Fay White, Jane Thompson and James Rigby will all be teaching the Song Writing Program 
at the Winter Music School in Tenterfield from 8-12 July and leading the daily Song Room 
writing workshop at Tenterfield High School each day from 5.30-6.15pm. No musical 
experience is necessary, just the desire to tell a good story!

THE BIG ‘CHILLY’ SING
Date: Sunday 7 July



Workshop: 9.30am-1pm 
Concert: 2-3pm 
Venue: Tenterfield High School 
Workshop Tickets: $30 at the door (incl. morning tea, lunch & music). Bookings not 
required.
Concert Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Guest Conductors: Fay White, Dr James Cuskelly
More information: office@cuskellymusic.com

Do you love singing? Are you in a choir, looking for an opportunity to perform? Do you want 
to learn new repertoire for choirs? If so, The Big ‘Chilly’ Sing is for you!
 
Based on the highly successful annual Brisbane event, The Big Sing, The Big ‘Chilly’ Sing is 
a community event comprised of a four-hour singing workshop followed by a free concert for 
the public. Guest conductors, Dr James Cuskelly OAM (Head of Music at St Aidan’s AGS, 
Musical Director of the Queensland Kodály Choir and Director of the Cuskelly College of 
Music) and Fay White (renowned Australian singer, songwriter and community singing 
leader) will work with participants to learn new repertoire through the morning and to then 
prepare for the afternoon’s performance. No musical experience is necessary, just a love of 
music and singing!
 
The Big ‘Chilly’ Sing workshop is open to individuals and choirs alike and the concert is free 
for their families and friends to attend. A wonderfully-inclusive event, The Big ‘Chilly’ Sing is 
a key part of the ‘Beat of the Bush Festival’ and will mark the start of the first Cuskelly 
College of Music Winter School Music Program in Tenterfield.
 

THE SONG ROOM
Date/Time: Daily, Mon 8-Thu 11 July, 5.30-6.15pm
Venue: Tenterfield High School 
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Facilitators: Fay White, Jane Thompson, James Rigby
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

It isn’t only celebrities who write songs! Everyone can learn to combine their own words with 
music!
 
Ever wanted to write a song but didn't know where to start? Or perhaps you're an 
experienced songwriter wanting to work through some new ideas. If either of these sound 
familiar, The Song Room is for you!
The Song Room is a daily creative workshop for aspiring and experienced songwriters alike, 
run in conjunction with the Cuskelly College of Music Winter School Music Program.  Under 
the guidance of experienced singer/songwriters and community group singing leaders, Fay 
White, Jane Thompson and James Rigby, participants will be encouraged to tell their stories 
in their own unique ways. Song writing is all about telling stories; and the most effective 
songs tell us about the experiences and insights of an individual or of the feelings and 
values of the community in which we live, regardless of the musical sophistication that 
supports them. For this reason, you do not need to have a musical background to attend - 
just a desire to try the process and to tell a good story!
Fay, Jane & James will use a range of approaches to support inexperienced song-makers 
such as storytelling, collaboration and song-gathering, in addition to straight-forward song 
composition. The Song Room is free to both participants in the Winter School and members 
of the community and there is no need to book, just turn up!  

JAZZ NIGHT
Date/Time: Sunday 7 July, 6.30-7.30pm
Venue: School of the Arts, Tenterfield
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Performers: Pete Churchill (UK), Kate Schirmer



More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

Want to see a couple of seasoned Jazz performers in action?
 
The Cuskelly College of Music is thrilled to present the UK’s Pete Churchill with local 
performer, Kate Schirmer in a free Jazz concert on Sunday 7th July. In Tenterfield to teach at 
the Cuskelly College of Music’s Winter School Music Program, both performers are looking 
forward to presenting a dynamic collection of Jazz works to the local community.
 
Pete Churchill has been working as a composer, pianist, singer and teacher for over two 
decades and is currently Professor of Jazz Composition at the Royal Academy of Music in 
London and Head of Jazz Voice at the Royal Conservatoire in Brussels. He works as an 
educator and choral director around the world, teaching regularly in Europe, Australia and 
Asia. Pete’s song 'Dig Deep', was written for the 2012 London Olympics and will be the 
closing song at the Winter School Music Program Final Concert on Friday 12th July, 
featuring both staff and students.  Pete will be teaching Jazz Choir and Jazz Theory & 
Performance at the Winter School.
 
Kate Schirmer is a highly-experienced singing teacher and currently works at JMC Academy, 
where she teaches tertiary level contemporary voice students and lectures in Ensemble 
Studies; The University of Canberra/Southbank TAFE in the Bachelor of
Acting and Performance; and at QCGU in their Performing Arts department (Musical 
Theatre). She recently presented at the 2017 International Congress of Voice Teachers 
(ICVT) in Stockholm, Sweden on her work with teaching singing to actors, supported by the 
Arts Queensland Individuals Fund. Kate will be teaching Music Theatre and Voice at the 
Winter School.

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT
Date/Time: Monday 8 July, 6:30-7.30pm
Venue: School of the Arts, Tenterfield
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Performers: Phil Ryan, Caroline Ryan, Vicki Sayles (UK), Michael Bradshaw
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

In an unprecedented coup for Tenterfield locals, four highly-skilled musicians will unite on 
Monday 8th July for a free concert as part of the ‘Beat of the Bush Concert Series’.
 
In town to teach at the Cuskelly College of Music’s Winter School Music Program, Brass 
specialists Phil and Caroline Ryan and pianist Dr Michael Bradshaw will join UK violinist, 
Vicky Sayles for a chamber music concert at the Sir Henry Parkes Memorial School of Arts.
 
With performance and teaching credits from around the world, from Phil Ryan’s national 
tours with ‘Phantom of the Opera’ and ‘Miss Saigon’ to Vicky Sayles’ position as Associate 
Leader of the London Mozart Players, these talented musicians promise a special night 
indeed.
 
The Cuskelly College of Music is delighted to bring music educators of this calibre to 
Tenterfield for the Winter Music School Program. With courses for primary and secondary 
students, Professional Development for Music Educators and a Community Access stream 
for members of the general public, there really is something for every skill level and ability.

VOCAL STAFF SHOWCASE
Date/Time: Tuesday 9 July, 6.30-7.30pm
Venue: School of the Arts, Tenterfield
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Performers: Annie Lower, Shaun Brown, Sarah Crane, Kate Schirmer 
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com



The Vocal Staff Showcase concert is not one to be missed! Featuring performances from our 
stellar Vocal teachers Shaun Brown, Sarah Crane, Annie Lower, and Kate Schirmer, you will 
be entertained with a wide range of songs and vocal styles including opera, classical and 
musical theatre. 

Shaun Brown (Vocal Lecturer at the School of Music, The University of Queensland and 
Vocal Consultant for the Queensland Education Department’s Creative Generation) has 
been a soloist with Opera Queensland since 1995. Annie Lower, who has also been a soloist 
with Queensland Symphony Orchestra, English Concert Singers, The Australian Army Band, 
Underground Opera and The Seven Sopranos is a Masters-level graduate of the 
Queensland Conservatorium of Music and voice teacher at St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ 
School, Brisbane.
Kate Schirmer is a highly-experienced singing teacher and currently works at JMC Academy, 
where she teaches tertiary level contemporary voice students and lectures in Ensemble 
Studies; The University of Canberra/Southbank TAFE in the Bachelor of
Acting and Performance; and at QCGU in their Performing Arts department (Musical 
Theatre). She recently presented at the 2017 International Congress of Voice Teachers 
(ICVT) in Stockholm, Sweden on her work with teaching singing to actors, supported by the 
Arts Queensland Individuals Fund. Kate will be teaching Music Theatre and Voice at the 
Winter School.
Sarah Crane has worked extensively in Europe as well as Opera Australia, Opera Q, Opera 
Victoria and South Australian Opera. Sarah is now a Vocal Tutor at The University of 
Queensland where she also tutors in German and French Lyric Diction and Stagecraft.

OPERA NIGHT
Date/Time: Wednesday 10 July, 6.30-7.30pm
Venue: School of the Arts, Tenterfield
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Performers: University of Queensland Opera Singers. 
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

Opera-lovers are in for a treat when the UQ Singers combine for a free concert on 
Wednesday 10th July as part of the Beat of the Bush Concert Series. 
 
The  UQ Singers, which encompasses all of the emerging artists majoring in classical 
singing at the University of Queensland, will take to the stage in what promises to be a 
stunning night of opera of the highest calibre.
 

PIANO CONCERT
Date/Time: Thursday 11 July, 6.30-7.30pm
Venue: School of the Arts, Tenterfield
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Performers: Prof. Gilbert de Greeve (Belgium), Dr Michael Bradshaw 
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

Acclaimed Belgian performer, composer and teacher, Professor Gilbert de Greeve will take 
to the stage at the School of Arts in Tenterfield on Thursday 11th July for a very 
special piano concert.   
 



In town to teach at the Cuskelly College of Music’s Winter School Music Program, Professor 
de Greeve is Director Emeritus of the State Music Academy of Antwerp and Professor 
Emeritus of the Royal Conservatory of Music of Antwerp.
 
Also performing on the night will be Dr Michael Bradshaw, classroom music teacher and 
choral conductor at Conservatorium High School Sydney and Musical Director of the Sydney 
University Musical Society choir.  
 
Together, these two seasoned performers guarantee a memorable evening for all who 
attend. Admission to the Concert is free and bookings are not required.
 

WINTER SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM FINAL CONCERT
Date/Time: Friday 12 July, 6pm-8pm
Venue: Tenterfield High School
Tickets: Free at the door, bookings not required
Performers: Winter School staff & students
More Information: office@cuskellymusic.com

Join the teachers and students of the Cuskelly College of Music’s Winter School Music 
Program for their final concert on Friday 12th July at the Tenterfield Memorial Hall.  
 
This free concert will showcase the students’ work over the course of the week and highlight 
the sheer talent that exists in our community. The Concert will include vocal and instrumental 
performances, soloists and choirs and provides family, friends and the general public an 
opportunity to both support those on stage and discover what the Cuskelly College of Music 
Winter Music School is all about.
 
Educators from the Program, both international and domestic, will join students on stage for 
what promises to be a night of beautiful, accomplished and rousing music.


